




Factors Restricting Pronghorn Increase 

on the J ornada Experim.ental Range 

The pronghorn (Antilocapra americana, 
Ord) is New Mexico's third most important 
game ungulate. In 1963, 90,000 big game 
hunters spent $16.6 million in New Mexico 
(26). Approximately $358,000 was spent in 
pursuit of pronghorns. These numbers may 
double by 1975 because of the expected in
crease in population and the increasing per
centage of hunters. Because of these hunting 
increases and additional demands on all 
phases of outdoor recreation, wildlife man
agers will be forced to engage in more in
tensified game management programs. They 
must find ways to increase carrying capacity 
of game ranges and increase the production of 
game herds. 

The objective of this study was to deter
mine the factors that were restricting prong
horn increase on the Jornada Experimental 
Range. Even though hunting is not allowed 
on the area, the basic information gained 
could be used to improve management of 
pronghorns on similar areas of the Southwest. 
If habitat requirements are known, it might 
be possible to increase pronghorn habitat and 
numbers through habitat manipulation. 

Review of Literature 

History of Pronghorns in New Mexico 

The historical range of pronghorns in 
New Mexico covered the entire state except 
for the high mountain areas and the rugged 
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shrub-covered areas (31). The number of 
pronghorns in New Mexico in primitive times 
was estimated to be more than 100,000, but 
the present-day distribution of pronghorns in 
New Mexico is scattered. Pronghorns occur 
in greatest number in the. eastern part of the 
state. Small herds occur in portions of the 
southwest, and a few herds are located in the 
northwest portion. The statewide population 
of pronghorns in New Mexico is between 
20,000 and 25,000 animals (34). 

Pronghorns were present on the Jornada 
del Muerto (the J ornada Plain) when the 
Spaniards crossed the plain to escape Indian 
attacks during the Indian Rebellion of 1680 (7). 
The Jornada Plain was occupied by pronghorns 
at least intermittently between the 16th and 
20th centuries (16). In 1926, about 40 prong
horns occupied the entire Jornada Plain (27). 

The J ornada Experimental Range was a 
refuge from 1926-1954. The area has been 
legally posted since 1954, and no hunting has 
been allowed. Pronghorns have been pro
tected from 1926 to the present, except in 
1946, when-a buck-only hunt was held and five 
animals were harvested. 

Fred Ares, superintendentoftheJornada 
Experimental Range from 1931-1968, stated 
(17) : 
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